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Once the rage among the American new-rich, portraits
of defunct British aristocrats have fallen into disfavor.
If you enjoy them, now may be the time to buy.

Buying into
the angstocracy

By Dhoris Athineos _
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Henry Huntingion and oher nowdy
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anad s, " savs Susaen € asbords, cura
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daughters MAry nbo ATy of
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With the LS. chummg oue mil
Domnaires by b humsdreds, the prces

fir the covetod HBotsh  postrams
nmlpwl. I D900 Jodss Hloppoer™s
“lady Lowia Mannen®™  liched
L4, 732, T put this ssiem i porspsed
Eive, B owas enough b emgloy 2000
workers hor & vear, naylhe S0 nullbumi
im ponlay®s mowscy, That mecord oo
tiell. A dhimeen years Laer, IMhiladelpha
hanker Edward T, Stobeshbury pasd
LT3 300 (3352 345 for Hoppeer's
“Tambawnme Corl,” faved Broean as
Slmily S8, Clare as a Bachanie.™ Ini
1921 Hesry  Huntmgbon  pasd
] 4% (NN {57 21 00K e by Caaima-
|'-==I-:||:rJl't“|"-|w.' Hawe, ™

Pise buver ol che Floppoor = Lashy
Lawuiaa™ arsd msme orher Fainch por
trains was the cunming British are desl
e Jomeph Duveen. Woeking with bas
ulcmt partnee, an ont Bermasd Ber
emao, Duveen fleeocd PN 3 Nw-
mch Yankee, Hin cliennn  inclodod
Fricks, Huntingtons amd  Melbom
(Fowr an acoomnt of thor naasbaia
oo, s Cindine Jimpson's materly
Artfied Partmers {Macmillan Publnh
g Coam,, 198 $22 500),

i Americans, Jodam | Iui'-l_hu;r IR
as fascinating for his roputation as fof
hés eademt, He was simaeed 1o be the
illegitimate son of Ceeoge 100, the
mud king, who ruded dunng the
Aurscrscan Bevoluta

Anaother  ssught-alter  poftrasng
wis Scodtinh Sir Henre Racham
(1756-1823) Like oaning 3 Rersr
of Prase pelay, 2 Racbum o
I|||-|_'-pm-r ot the ln.an“ﬂl.u.L'ﬂ il
thaz shime ol nocw mawscy at the arm of
the cemmury,

Davecny abw sl 2 beiak trade &
powtrsits. by Sar Thamas Lamrence
(1769-1830), CGewrge  Romney
(1734- 1802 ), Sar Joshua Romokls
(17239 and Thodmis Cadnsbae
ogh (17 27-8H).
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Haymlds Paortrait of George Townshend, Lnrd dd Ferrars, in
splondid Light Dragoons uniform (rght), recently fatehod
5772500, as part of Rudalf Nuroyey's estate. Nuraysy bought
it fior 850,000 in 1268 from Mew York dealor Richard Feigon,

market is cvclical. The Depression and
Wordd War 11 destroved the market
fisr PaErvianEs H|IE.;L'I:II'_‘I:'.i..'LI'I AT TS
Ihe big money never did flow back
o 18th- and 1%th-centure English
portraits, which is why many art ex
I"L'['l"'\u 'l-\.l:l.' [I'Il.':l' rl';"l:’l."'ll.'l:'ll SEMENE |E|.|.'
bost values i pamtimgs today,

o all the old English portraitre
is bargan-prced: Whon the sulbpect is
faous, the Didders respiand.  In
Chostie’s  November 9949 sale,
Reyvoolds” portrait of chinless writer
Lilliver Goldsmith terched 5143200,
And a Gainsborough scli-porteain (in
which be wears a green coat) ferched
S397 A},

Huit myoee roging p.llr:l!'il'.'e'.k.. ol vy
cellent quality but of less famous sub-
pects, can be had relatively cheap. An
atteactive “Countess of Hyndford™
l"f. |Ll.:;-l|:l|-..~|. which had \.lrl-. 1| |.|.:I;
terficld™s  in San Francisco  for
S400000 in June 19990, Iresuighin only
S10.500 four vears later in | ::1*.|,E|'||'|._.
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“English |1:-nr.l.|:l.1n has underly-
ing cultural value,” counsels London
art dealer Rupert Burgess, former
head o Branish pactores ag Christic’s in
London, *Itsabout |h-:qu.1h|'. of the
patnting and character of the santer.
Whicn vonn by a portrait, vou live with
the stomy of the subject’s lite,™

Somic Amcrican collectors  have
qpuicthy socked awav impresive collee-
tons of English ponraiure. Fred
Hughes, fricimd amd business partoer
of the lae celebrity portraitist Andy
Warhaol, has collected more than two
doveen oth-century portraies over the
past 20 vears,

Ifyou're after a name porraitise bu
have less than 35,000 to spend, col-
kcror Peter Schweller of Davion,
o recommends that vou consider
drawings and pen gouaches, The 23-
vear-old student just returmced from a
vearlong London sopoum, where he
stidicd the British masters hanging in
the Sarvomal Porran l’.hll:.'r:.'. Wene-

Iy Schweller bought a Romney oil
sketeh ofa voung woman and a Rom-
ney drawing of an chderdy wioman

reading the palm of Emma, Lady
Hamilton, Cosr: alssut 51,000 cach,

Interested? Bl Waterhowse, an
expert on English portraiture, pro-
vides short Diographics of cven the
most abscune painters in Iiertamary af
Brreedy Arr, Vol I Breieely 185 Cene
fury Painters (Antique  Collecrors®
Clubs, 589,50 For a hestoncal awer-
view read Padurisny fr Beirain 1530
§ 700 (Yale University Iress),

l'o sce the Huntington, Mcllon
ammd Frick collectons, visit the Hun-
tingron Libeary (San Manno, Calitl),
YVale Center for British An { New Ha-
ven, Conn,) and the Frick Collection
in MNew York City. The London
branch of Sonhe |11, ~..1r:' s L ]:-;,1]'-k:1r'
|'||:I|Ir.|||\. three tmes a ViEr, in .-"|.|,1||'|_
IIII:;' and November: Chostic™s will
liave sales i June and November thas
ViRaT, =
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